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Our tenure at Tokyo University

David Onnekink

Martine Veldhuizen

History and Art History at Utrecht
University and specializes in Early Modern
and Modern International and Global
History.

Each of us taught one course in
Tokyo. Martine offered the course ‘The
history of free speech: Telling truth to
power in premodern Europe’. The course
focused on the history of free speech in
premodern Europe. Although freedom of
speech was then not a civil right, vocal
criticism of power in European towns was
widespread. Students examined the
mentality behind this pervasive practice of
telling someone’s ‘truth’ to power by
discussing current studies on free speech
and by analysing truth-tellers in
contemporary textual sources (translated
into Modern English). They gained insight
into the conceptualization and social
acceptability of freedom of speech before
the Modern age. They connected these
insights to current discussions about the
impact of new technologies on concepts
related to free speech in our modern
world.

David offered the course ‘Empire and
religion. The religious dimension of the
British Empire (1600-2000)." Students
learned about the general outline of the

~ global expansion of the British Empire

between 1600 and 1950 and the
relationship with religion. They studied the
encounter between world religions, such
as Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and
Christianity in the context of the British
Empire, about the impact of British

== imperial policy on nature, and considered

how post-colonial global religious non-
governmental organisations in a way
continue the legacy of Empire and religion
in our modern world.

We were both impressed by the

—= speed with which our students acquainted

In October 2022 it was our privilege to be
visiting professors at the Department of
Area Studies at Tokyo University. Martine
Veldhuizen is Assistant Professor at the
Department of Languages, Literature and
Communication at Utrecht University and
specializes in Medieval European history
and literature, specifically in relation to
freedom of speech. David Onnekink is
Associate Professor at the Department of

themselves with the new themes they
\. were offered and the originality of the

papers they submitted at the end of the
courses. We also enjoyed learning from
them about Japanese culture and society.

Together with our two children
Rebecca (10) and Seth (5) we lived in an
apartment in Meguro City. Especially for
them it was a great experience, learning
about Japanese culture and language and
telling this to their friends back home. Our
favourite place became the botanical
gardens at the Tokyo Metropolitan Teien

Art Museum. During weekends we visited
various places in Tokyo and made day trips
to Hakone and Kamakura.

We are very grateful to Tokyo
University and the Department of Area
Studies, especially British Studies Section,
for this opportunity, and for the help of
supporting staff in the administrative
building. And we are especially grateful for
the guidance, assistance and hospitality of
Professor Sugiko Nishikawa, who invested
many hours in the long administrative an
organisational trajectory leading up to our
visit, and acted as our guide in Tokyo. All in
all this was a wonderful academic as well
as cultural experience.
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