153-8902
Tel/Fax 03-5454-6304

3-8-1 8

E-mail: british@ask.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp

No. 8 April 2004

317

Home page: http://British-Section.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp/

10

oB

R.

A few introductory paragraphs,
as suggested by the British
Studies department, should no
doubt start with a name. My
name is Richard Beard, and |
arived a Tokyo University in
October 2003.

After graduating from
Cambridge, | worked in Hong
Kong and at the Dragon School
in Oxford, as a games teacher.
After a spell as private secretary
to Mathilda, Duchess of Argyll, |
moved to Paris where | worked
a the Nationa Library while
continuing my studies with the
Open University (the equivalent
of Japan(s University of the Air).
In 1994, | enrolled on Macolm
Bradbury[s Crestive Writing MA
a the University of East Anglia,
and since then Il¥e published
four novels.

X20 (Flamingo, London 1996)
is aout a man giving up
smoking: every time he wants a
cigarette, he writes something
down instead. Damascus
(Flamingo, London 1998) is a
love-story set on a single day, 1
November 1993, and 4l the
nouns in the novel come from

that day(s edition of The Times
newspaper. The  Cartoonist
(Bloomsbury, London 2000) is a
novd st in and around
Disneyland Paris, in which libel
and copyright restrictions prevent
the characters from ever entering
the Disneyland theme-park.

Dry Bones was published by
Secker and Warburg (London) in
February 2004. Thenovd isset
in Geneva, and toys with the idea
that human relics contain the
essence of their previous living
existence.

Damascus will be published in
a Japanese trandation by Tokyo
Sogensha in  September, and
aound that time | hope to
organise a series of English and
Japanese readings from the novel.
Ive also written one book of
non-fiction, Muddied Oafs, The
Last Days of Rugger (Yelow
Jersey, London 2003), and while
Iin in Tokyo | shal be
continuing to contribute to
Japan(s bid for the 2011 Rugby
World Cup.

| hope that the courses | can
offer in the British Studies
department will be informative,
diverse, and entertaining. The
post-war British spy nove
offered some vauable points of
access into British attitudes to
international politics, as well as
other enduring features of British
society, such as snobbery, socid
resentment, and heavy drinking.
The same can be said for the
classes 1in currently teaching in
the Socia History of British



Sport. | shall also be looking at
the aspic Britain picked apart and
then remoddled by J K.
Rowling in her highly successful
series of Harry Potter novels. |
aso hope to examine more
closdy the meaning and
significance of Anglo-Austradian
rivaries.

| aso teach a course in
contemporary literature a the
Hongo campus, so I certainly
being kept busy. Fortunatdly,
the students who attend the
British studies classes are
uniformly bright and interested.
Britain is interesting, and it(s a
grest advantage to be blessed
with students who are aready
wise enough to know this.
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