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D ZHBRE  Professor David Carter (A— 2R + 9 Y 7ZB&#)

Thank you to the British Studies section for inviting me to introduce
myself. 1 have just arrived in Tokyo from Australia to take up the
position of Visiting Professor in Australian Studies in the Centre for
Pacific and American Studies. This is my fourth trip to Japan, but the
first extended visit. I was first invited in 1998 by the Australia-Japan
Foundation (AJF) to give a series of lectures at various universities on
the question of Australia becoming a republic, which was then very
much in the news. On returning to Australia, I was appointed as a
Board Member of the AJF. This is the body that works within the
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs to promote educational,
cultural and professional links between Australia and Japan.

I am a graduate of the University of Melbourne, where I studied English
and Philosophy (and some Law), and I completed my PhD at Deakin
University in Victoria, which was then a new university with many
exciting interdisciplinary programs. I began teaching in the areas of
Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century Literature but gradually moved
more towards an interest in Australian literature. In 1987 I moved to
take up a position in Australian and Comparative Studies at Griffith
University in Brisbane, Queensland, another new interdisciplinary
university, and then in 2001 moved across to the University of
Queensland as the Director of its Australian Studies Centre. I am now
Professor of Australian Literature and Cultural History at the University
of Queensland.

My research has focused primarily on the twentieth century, and
especially on what I call the institutional dimensions of literary, artistic
and intellectual movements. My most recent research has been on the
role of magazines in such movements and the Australian (and global)
publishing industries. My other fields of research and interest are
literary and cultural theory, popular culture studies, and Australian
Studies (especially Indigenous studies and multiculturalism).

I recently published a book on the contemporary publishing industry in
Australia (Making Books: Contemporary Australian Publishing,
University of Queensland Press, 2007, edited with Anne Galligan) and a
comprehensive Australian Studies textbook (Dispossession, Dreams
and Diversity: Issues in Australian Studies, 2006, Pearson Longman).
Other publications include a book on the role of public intellectuals in
Australia (The Ideas Market, Melbourne University Press, 2004) and a
study of the Australian-Jewish writer Judah Waten (4 Career in
Writing: The Cultural Politics of a Literary Career, 1998).

(continued overleaf)




My current research project is a history of 'middlebrow book culture' in
Australia. The 'middlebrow' is a term that emerged in the 1920s to
describe literature (and readers) that was thought to be better than popular
‘trash' but also still accessible to general readers, so not too 'avant-garde'

either.

Middlebrow institutions both re-packaged the classics for

‘ordinary' readers so that they were not just accessible to specialists and
also worked to sort through the rapidly multiplying number of new
fiction titles that were appearing at this time in order to advise readers as
to those that were both accessible and worthwhile. Major studies of the
middlebrow in the USA have been published and some good work has
been done for Britain, but as yet little has been done on this

phenomenon in Australia.

As well as my research and teaching I have been active in promoting
Australian Studies overseas, especially in China. I am currently Manager
of a program that supports Australian Studies in mainland China and
Taiwan, funded by the Australia-China Council (the equivalent to the
AJF). I am greatly looking forward to adding a rich experience of Japan
to my international experience while at Komaba.
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