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Tokyo Report
Professor Graeme Murdock
Trinity College Dublin
Visiting Professor 2016

‘Why did Britain vote to leave the European
Union?’ This is a very reasonable question to
ask but not a straightforward one to answer! As
a British citizen, and as the current Director of
the Centre of European Studies at Trinity
College Dublin in Ireland, it is a question that
has certainly preoccupied my mind this
summer. It was fortunate indeed, and a great
honour, to reflect on the causes and
consequences of Brexit while spending time as
a visiting lecturer in British Studies in Komaba.
Talking with colleagues around the campus,
and with postgraduate students over tea in the
British Studies Common Room, provided a
wonderful chance to exchange ideas about how
Britain’s cultural, literary and political history
have brought the country to this period of
uncertainty and transition.

During my time in Tokyo | taught a series of
classes on the impact of the Reformation; a
cultural revolution that has shaped British and
European identities over the past 500 years. We
discussed how the Reformation movement that
was launched by Martin Luther in 1517 has
affected European life in the short-term and in
the long-term. In class we debated changes to
the character of religious life, cultural
expression, economic development, and social
relations within families and communities. And,
as one student suggested, perhaps we might
understand Brexit as a new Anglican moment—
when Britain (or England at least!) once again
has turned away from the traditions of
continental Europe to seek its own distinctive
path. This suggestion, among many others,
offered fascinating insight into the perceptive
understanding of students at Tokyo about a
broad variety of aspects of British culture and
history.

During my visit | was delighted to meet with
Tokyo students who had previously spent time
on exchange at Trinity as well as Trinity
students currently on exchange in Komaba. |
hope that we can find ways to build on our
connections and look forward to welcoming
more students from British Studies to Dublin. In
between classes, my impressions of Tokyo built
up into a mosaic of colours, sounds, and
experiences that are almost impossible to distil
into any sort of clear or simple image. Looking
down from the observatory of the Tokyo
metropolitan government building one sunny
evening towards the end of my visit my mind
turned to crows and crickets, kabuki and
baseball, temples and gardens, sashimi and
yakitori, and to the kindness and generosity of

those who had made me feel so welcome
during my stay in this extraordinary city.
Indeed, it would be more than remiss not to
end with most sincere thanks to the staff and
students in British Studies. | could not have
wished for more generous hospitality and am
more than grateful for the opportunity to teach
and to learn during my time in Tokyo.
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