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Professor Catriona Elder
(A—X ST EEHIR)

As the Visiting Professor in
Australian Studies at University of
Tokyo | am deeply honoured to
be able to introduce myself to the
British Studies staff, students and
supporters. The research | undertake

2

often explores the connections
between Australia, the United
Kingdom and different countries in
South, South-East and East Asia. As
a result, working with, and being a
part of, the British Studies “team”
here at Komaba has been a very
valuable part of my experience in
Tokyo.

If considered from a geographic
perspective my academic career
has seen me moving steadily north!
| am a graduate of the University
of Melbourne where | undertook
degrees in Commerce and Arts,
with a specialisation in History. |
completed a Master of Arts degree
at La Trobe University and though
| still worked within the field of
History, my focus was on gender
and feminist theory. For my PhD |
enrolled at the Australian National
University in Canberra. Here |
extended my interest in gender
relations, and began to explore the
area that now frames my research
- race relations. Located at the
University of Sydney, in a Sociology
Department | now teach and
research on issues around racism,
immigration, multiculturalism and
Aboriginal Studies. To complete
my northward trajectory | have the
pleasure of working here at the
University of Tokyo and deepening
my knowledge about these
topics in the context of Japan, but
also through the British Studies
Programme, in the context of British
society.

My training and research
reflects a quite diverse set of
interests, but it was all brought

together in my book - Being



Australian: Narratives of National
Identity (Allen & Unwin 2007).
Writing this book enabled me to
think about the “big picture” issues
that shape contemporary Australia.
From here | have focused on some
specific aspects of Australian life.

Two large collaborative
projects are the focus of my
research attention at the moment.
Dr Daphne Habibis, Professor
Maggie Walters, Penny Taylor, the
Larrakia Corporation in Darwin and
| are exploring Aboriginal peoples
experiences and attitudes to Euro-
Australians. The second project
focuses on the topic of war and
race. Alongside Dr Vicki Grieves and
Dr Karen Hughes, | am investigating
the experiences of children born
of interracial sexual relationships in
World War Il Australia. This project
extends some earlier work | did on
war and migration. Some of my
findings are published in the article
‘Japanese “Orphans” and Belonging:
Children Immigration and “White
Australia” Australian Historical
Studies October 2007).

Another exciting project that
engages me is a new Indigenous
Research Network (http://www.
wun.ac.uk/research/Indigenous%20

Research®%20Network). A team

of scholars from the University of
Sydney helped establish this global
network and it now involves dozens
of scholars from nine international
universities. This interdisciplinary
group of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous academics is sharing
their research and designing new
projects in order to develop new
methodologies and theories to

support Indigenous knowledge
production and collaborative
research projects that will enable

the flourishing of Indigenous

communities around the globe.
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