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Professor Tony Claydon,
Visiting Professor 2014

In April 2014, 1 spent a
productive, and hugely enjoyable,
month in Japan as the guest of the
Department of Area Studies, in the
Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences at the University of
Tokyo. In the weeks I spent on the
Komaba campus, I had the
privilege of the freedom to think,
write and research — particularly to
advance my current project, which
looks at the ideas of time and
history held by those English
people who lived through the
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revolution of 1689, and which they
used to place the event within their
conception of the overall pattern of
the past. Being in Japan for a period
that started with cherry blossom,
and ended with the flowering of the
azaleas, was an ideal moment and
place to work productively.
Meetings with Japanese scholars
also helped. I presented two papers
whilst I was in Japan: one at the
University of Tokyo, the other at
the Joint Seminar of Professors
Satoshi Koyama and Shusaku
Kanazawa in the Division of
History of the Graduate School of
Letters at Kyoto University. The
reactions of the audiences were
generous, stimulating and thought-
provoking. In particular, they led
me to deeper thought about one of
my central arguments — that the
people of the late seventeenth
century were unlike those living in
the West today, because they used
examples from the distant past as
immediately relevant guides to
current behaviour, without
recognising the passage of time,
changing contexts, or the dangers of
anachronism. Several comments
pointed out how people in the
twenty-first century still cite
precedents in political and other
arguments: | realised that I needed
to think exactly how modern and
early modern thought differed. I
was also very glad to be allowed to
teach a week-long intensive
graduate course for the University
of Tokyo on the Komaba campus.
This took as its central theme the
idea that the seventeenth century in
England might have been the first
‘modern’ century. Talking to the
bright and welcoming graduate
students, and in particular exploring
their sense of the ‘modern’ within
the history of Japan, was also a help
in my analysis of how attitudes
might have been changing around
1689 in England. My time in Japan
also allowed me to indulge a
number of my hobbies. I like
transport networks, and became
reasonably adept at finding my way

on the Tokyo metro. I enjoy taking
photographs, and had wonderful
opportunities, especially in the
shrines and temples of Tokyo,
Kamakura, Nara, Kyoto and Asuka.
I was able to visit Nikko again —
which is one of my favourite places
on earth. Perhaps most
extraordinarily, I had the change
to go to a baseball game at the
Tokyo Dome. I love baseball: it was
wonderful to see what was familiar,
and what was different, about the
Japanese game compared to the
North American version. It was also
fun to explain the rules to my
excellent host for the entire stay,
Professor Sugiko Nishikawa. We
both thank Professor Shunsuke
Katsuta for organising the evening!
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